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I. Today, we take an historic step by implementing the market opening
commitments made by the United States in the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement
on Basic Telecommunications Services (WTO Basic Telecom Agreement).' The WTO Basic
Telecom Agreement, which will take effect on January I, 1998,2 is the culmination of the
efforts of the United States and 68 other WTO Members to bring competition to global
markets for telecommunications services, including satellite services. The WTO Basic
Telecom Agreement is centered on the principles of open markets, private investment, and
competition. It covers nations that account for 90 percent of worldwide telecommunications
services revenues. By opening markets worldwide, the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement will
allow new entrants to deploy innovative, cost-effective technologies, and thereby advance the
growth of satellite services around the globe.

A. Introduction

I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY
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2. We are optimistic that global implementation of the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreement will result in significant worldwide benefits to consumers and providers. At the
same time, we recognize that much work needs to be done to ensure that the promise of the
WTO Basic Telecom Agreement is fulfilled. With this Report and Order and the companion
Foreign Participation in the lIS. Telecommunications Market Report and Order,' which we
also adopt today, we have implemented the letter and the spirit of the market-opening
commitments made by the United States. We expect that foreign entities will begin to enter
and compete in the U.S. market soon after January I, 1998. We also expect that U.S.
providers will likewise be able to enter and compete in previously-closed foreign markets.

3. Under the terms of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement, the United States has
committed to allow foreign suppliers to provide a broad range of basic telecommunications

As descrihed hclow in Section II.B., the results or the WTO hasic telecommunications services
negotiations are incorporated into the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) hy the Fourth Protocol til
the GATS (April 30,19%). 3() I.L.M. 336 (1997) (the "Fourth Protocol to the GATS"). These results. as well
as the hasic obligations contained in the GATS. are referred to herein as the "WTO Basic Telecom Agreemellt."

s('(' 'If 3 of the Fourth Protocol to the GATS.

For('ign Participmioll ill tll(' U.S. TcI('cOllllllltllical;olls Market R('port (///(/ Order, FCC 97-39H (reI.
Novcmher 26. 191)7) (Foreign P(/rticipati()/f Order).
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services. including satellite services, in the United States. In return, most of the world's
major trading nations have made binding commitments to move from monopoly provision of
basic telecommunications services to open entry and procompetitive regulation of these
services. III this Report and Order, we implement the U.S. Government's commitments to
provide access to the U.S. market for satellite services by establishing a framework for
assesslllg applications by foreign satellite systems to serve the United States.

5. In our companion Foreign ParticipatioTl Order. we take parallel steps to carry
OUI the markd opening commitments made by the United States in the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreement, That order establishes a framework for facilitating entry into the U.S. market by
foreign entities for provision of telecommunications services (other than satellite services).
As in our companion order. in this Report and Order we adopt for satellite services an
approach that encourages foreign entry. Both decisions are guided by the common objective
of promoting competition in the U.S. market. and achieving a more competitive global market
for all basic telecommunications services.
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4. The common sense policies 'lIld rLlles we adopt will produce substantial public
interest benefits for U.S. consumers. First. they will facilitate greater competition in the U.S.
satellite services market. Enhanced competition in the U.S. market. in turn. will provide users
more a.llernalivcs in choosing communications providers and services, as well as reduce prices
and facilitate technological innovation. In addition to encouraging a more cOJ)lpetitive
satellite market in the United States, this new environment will spur development of broader.
more global satellite systems. These advancements will foster greater global community
benefits by providing users increased access tn people. places. information. and ideas
\vorldwide.

(). While the United States was negotiating the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement.
the Federal Communications Commission (Commission) was exploring measures to increase
opportunities for foreign entry in the United States satellite services market. The Commission
hegan this proceeding in May 1996 by issuing a Notice (~r Proposed RlIlellwking." As
described more fully below. the Notice proposed a uniform framework for permitting foreign
licensed satellite systems to serve the United States. Adopted when only a few of the world's
satcllitc markets were open to competition by U.S. providers, the Notice proposed to evaluate
the dfcctive competitive opportunities (ECO) in the country in which the foreign satellite was
licensed (the ECO-Sat lest) prior to granting an application to serve the United States. After
tile conclusion of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. the Commission issued a Further
NOlia 0/ Pro/)(JS(,t/ R/lIl'lJIaking revising its proposals based on the market-opening changes



S Amendment of the Commission's Regulatory Policies to Allow Non-U.S.-Ucensed Space Stations to
Provide Domestic and International Satellite Service in the United States, Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, FCC 97-252 (released July 18, 1997) (Further Not;u or FNPRM).

41 Throughout this Report and Order, the phrase "non-U.S." satellite system or operalor means onc thai
doe.<; not hold a commercial space stalion license from the Commission. By contrast, a "U.S." salellite system or
operator means one whose space station is licensed by the Commission.

that will result from the Agree~~nt S Both the Notice and the Further Notice reflect our
continuing goal to foster development of innovative satellite communications services for U.S.
consumers through fair and vigorous competition among multiple service providers. including
foreign-licensed satellites.

FCC 97-399
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47 U.S.C. § 301. eL seq.7

7. Specifically. today we adopt a framework under which we will consider
requests for access by non-U.S. licensed sateJ1ites6 into the United States. As required by
Title III of the Communications Act of 1934. as amended (Communications Act). we will
examine all requests to determine whether grant of authority is consistent with the public
interest, convenience and necessity.1 In making this determination. we will consider public
interest factors such as the effect on competition in the United States. spectrum availability,
eligibility and operating requirements. as well as national security., law enforcement. and trade
and foreign policy concerns. We adopt a presumption that entry by WTO Member satellite
systems will promote competition in the U.S. satellite services market. Opposing parties may
rebut the presumption by showing that granting the application would cause competitive hann
in the U.S. satellite services market. Although we find that license conditions will almost
always provide sufficient protection against anticompetitive conduct. we recognize the
possibility that circumstances might arise in which conditions might not adequately constrain
the potential for anticompetitive harm in the U.S. market. In such an exceptional case. where
grant would pose a very high risk to competition that cannot be cured by license conditions,
the Commission reserves the right to deny an application.

8. We also will apply the presumption in favor of entry to affiliates of
intergovernmental satellite organizations (IGO) licensed by WTO Members. For applications
from COMSAT to provide U.S. domestic service via INTELSAT or Inmarsat satellites, we
will require COMSAT to waive its immunity from suit and demonstrate that the service will
enhance competition in the U.S. market. For satellites licensed by non-WTO Members and
for all satellites providing Direct-to-Home (OTH), Direct Broadcasting Satellite (OBS), and
Oigital Audio Radio Services (OARS), we will examine whether U.S. satellites have effective
competitive opportunities in the relevant foreign markets to determine whether allowing the
foreign-licensed satellite to serve the United States would satisfy the competition component
of the public interest analysis.



H. Executive Summary

10. Policy Ohjectives. The purpose of this Report wul Order is to establish a new·
Iramework to facilitate competitive entry in the U.S. satellite services market by foreign
licensed satellites to implement the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. Providing opportunities
for foreign-licensed satellites to deliver services in this country should bring U.S. consumers
the benefits 01 enhanced competition and afford greater opportunities for U.S. companies to
enter previously closed foreign markets, thereby stimulating a more competitive global
satellite services market.

II. wro Memhers. We adopt an open entry standard for applicants seeking to
access satellite systems licensed by WTO Members to provide satellite services covered by
the U.S. commitments under the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. An open entry policy will
enable U.S. consumers to enjoy the benefits of increased competition in U.S. markets. We
presume that entry will enhance competition in light of the commitments of so many WTO
Members to lirt entry restrictions and adopt competitive safeguards. Where necessary to
constrain the potential ror anticompetitive harm in the U.S. market for satellite services. we
reserve the right to attach conditions to a grant of authority, and in the exceptional case in
which .1Il application poses a very high risk to competition. to deny an applicatioll.

FCC 97-399Federal Communications Commission

lJ. The new structure we establish today is based on consideration of over 100
comments submitted from parties around the world over the course of more than a year and is
grounded in the public interest requirements of the Communications Act and the
procompetitive principles of the WTO Basic Telecommunications Agreement. It sets forth
criteria for entry into the United States by various types of non-U.S. satellites, delineates the
Commission rules that will apply, and describes in detail the procedures for applications to
provide .service in the United Slates using a non-U.S. licensed satellite. This framework will
largely replace the Commission's current approach of reviewing applications involving
loreign-licensed satellites based on the individual circumstances before it. We expect that our
new framework will encourage and ease entry by non-U.S. satellites into the U.S. market and
lhat the occasional request we receive today involving a foreign-licensed satellite will become
llIore common. We plan to look carefully at market opening measures enacted by the rest of
the world.

12. N()JI- wro MelJl!Jl'I's. We continue to be concerned about effective competitive
llpportunitics for U.S. satellite systems (ECO-Sat) in nOIl-WTO Member markets. We rind
that the market conditions that existed \vhen the Commission proposed to adopt an ECO-Sat
IL'st have not changed sufficiently with respect to countries that are not members of the WTO.
We therdore find that it will serve the goals of our international satellite policy to apply the
FeO-Sat test in the context 01 applications from non-WTO Member entities and encourage
"uL'h countries to open their markets to competition.

13. Sen'iccs Not CO\'('red h\' the U.S. Commitments Under t!le wro Basic Teleco/ll
. \ ~ n'('/III'Jlf. We find that circumstances that existed when the Commission proposed to adopt
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an ECO-Sat test have not changed sufficiently with respect to Direct-to-Home (DTH)
services. Direct Broadcast Satellite (DBS) services, and Digital Audio Radio Services
(DARS). Commitments made as part of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement were not
sufficient to enable us to adopt a presumption of entry for these services. We will apply the
ECO-Sat test to applications to provide these services through all foreign satellite systems.
whether or not they are systems of WTO Members.

FCC 97-399Federal Communications Commission

14. IlIlergovemlllenta! Satellite Org(//zizatiOl/s (lGOs) (/Ild IGO Affiliates. Prior to
acting on any application from COMSAT to provide domestic service via INTELSAT or
Inmarsat, we will require COMSAT to make an appropriate waiver of its immunity from suit.
including suit under the U.S. antitrust laws. We will then look to COMSAT to show that
entry into the domestic market would promote competition and would otherwise be in the
public interest. We will treat IGO affiliates that are licensed by WTO Members as we would
similar systems licensed by WTO Members. In evaluating the competition component of an
application involving an IGO affiliate, we will consider any potential anticompetitive or
market distorting consequences of a continued relationship or connection between an IGO and
its affiliate.

15. Additional Puhlic Interest Faetors and Operating Requirements. In evaluating
requests to serve the United States using a non-U.S. satellite, we also will consider additional
public interest factors, including spectrum availability, eligibility requirements such as legal.
technical and financial qualifications, operating requirements, and national security, law
enforcement, foreign policy and trade policy concerns, as appropriate. In applying these
factors, we will treat non-U S. satellites and U.S. satellites alike. Thus, non-U.S. systems will
be required to comply with the same financial, technical and legal qualifications, observe the
prohibition against exclusive service arrangements. and comply with other general service
rules applicable to U.S. systems.

16. Access Procedures. In implementing this framework, we will not require space
stations licensed by another country or administration to obtain separate and duplicative U.S.
space station licenses. Rather, we will license earth stations located in the United States to
operate with these satellites. Further, we will permit operators of existing or planned non
U.S. space stations to participate in U.S. space station proce'ising rounds, where we consider
competing applications to operate space stations that will offer a specific satellite service in
particular frequency bands. In addition, earth station entities may file an earth station
application either in a processing round or separately where the non-U.S. satellite is already in
orbit.
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17. As explained above. in the NOfice
x that commenced this proceeding. the

Commission proposed a public interest framework for permitting non·U.S. satellite systems to
serve the United States. Specifically, the Commission proposed to evaluate applications
involving non-U.S. satellites by determining whether U.S. satellite operators have effective
competitive opportunities in the satellite service market of the foreign licensing or
coordinating administration. The Commission also proposed to consider whether such
opportunities exist on the route markets that the applicant seeks to serve from earth stations in
the United States.') In making this evaluation, the Commission proposed to eX~lInine both de
jure and de .!tlcto constraints on entry in the foreign market by U.S. satellite operators. III The
Notice also proposed alternative regulatory approaches for considering whether to permit
access to the U.S. domestic market by INTELSAT and Inmarsat or any IGO affiliate."

FCC 97·399
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A. Notice of Propo.'ted Rulemaking

Iii. al '11'11 112-74.

Id. al'II'1i 37-42.

Iti. al 'II 47.

Sa Nol;,/' al 'WIT 22-\2.

"

!P

,;
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II. BACKGROUND

IX. The Nolici' also asked whether the ECO-Sat test was adaptable to all satellite
services. 12 The Commission recognized that. with certain global communications systems.
such as mobile satellite systems, landline facilities may be lIsed in the United States, instead
or satellite links. For example. a call originating in an office in the United States to a
mobile-satellite service (MSS) handset in Asia could travel to Asia by landline before any
satellite communication occurs. In that case, there would not be an earth station application
or other vehicle to trigger an ECO-Sat analysis. Consequently, the Commission proposed to
analyze effective competitive opportunities in the MSS market by measuring whether some
critical mass of foreign markets is open to U.S.-licensed MSS systems before we would
permit a nOll-U.S. MSS system to provide (/lIY service in the United States. 11 Finally, the
Commission proposed to consider any other public interest concerns relevant to the decision
to perl11it access by non-U.S. systems. including spectrum availability. legal and operating



B. The WTO Basic Telecom Agreement

requirements. and. with guidance from the Executive Branch when appropriate. issues of
national security. law enforcement. foreign policy. and trade policy.11

20. The GATS is composed of three major components. The first component is
the general obligations and disciplines that apply to all WTO Members. The second
component is the specific commitments relating to market access. national treatment and other
commitments that are identified in individual WTO Member Schedules of Specific
Commitments. 16 The final component is exemptions from the general obligations that are
contained in Lists of Article II (Most-Favored-Nation (MFN)) Exemptions.

FCC 97-399Federal Communications Commission

19. The WTO Basic Telecom Agreement was completed after issuance of the
Notice. It was concluded under the framework established by the General Agreement on
Trade in Service (GATS), which is one of the agreements negotiated in conjunction with the
creation of the WTO. IS Under the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. 69 WTO Memhers.
including the United States, committed 10 provide each other market access in some or all of
their hasic telecommunications sectors. Forty-nine WTO Memhers. including the United
States. committed to open their markets to foreign competition in satellite services, either on
January I. 1998. or on a phased-in basis.

21. Because all WTO Members are party to the GATS. they are obligated to
comply with the GATS' general obligations regardless of whether they participated in the
WTO basic telecommunications services negotiations or made market access commitments.
Under Article II of the GATS, all WTO Members must provide MFN treatment to like
services and service suppliers of all other WTO Members. In addition to the MFN obligation,
all WTO Members must comply with the transparency obligations of Article III of the GATS,
which requires prompt publication of all laws and regulations applicable to the provision of
services.

1-1 Id. at ']1 4X. We received 34 comments and 34 reply comments in response lo the Notice. A Iis! of
COIllJllenters on the Notice, as well as a description of the abbreviations used in this Report (//1(/ Ordn. is
conwincd in Appendix A.

1:'- The WTO caIne into heing on January I. IYY), pursuant to the Marrakcsh Agrcclllcnt ESlahlishing the
World Trade Organization (the Marrakesh Agreement). 33 I.L.M. 1125 (1994). The Marrakesh Agreement
includes multilateral agreements on trade in goods, services, intellectual property. and disputc sellicment. The
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) is Annex IB of the Marrakesh Agreement. :n I.L.M 1167
( 11.)94 l. Therc are currently ahout 130 memhers of the WTO. A fuller description of the WTO Basic Tclecom
Agreemenl is included in Sections II.B. and VII. (lIthe F01'eixn Participation Ordl'l'.

If! l'hc Schedules of Specific COlnnliuncnts fOrln an integral part of the GATS pursuant to Article XX of

the GATS. The Schedules containing cOJllmitments in the hasic telecommunications seclor arc availahle Oil the
WTO web page at www.wlo.org.

9
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)! In the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement, many WTO Members, including the
United States, undertook specific commitments with respect to market access and national
treatment. GATS Article XVI (Market Access) requires WTO Members to refrain from
imposing certain types of quantitative restrictions, economic needs test. or local incorporation
requirements, in those sectors where the WTO Member has undertaken specific
COllllllitlllenls. 17 This means that a WTO Member may not maintain limits, such as a cap on
the number or service suppliers or the corporate form in which a service can be provided,
unless the WTO Member has specifically listed such limitations in its Schedule. Article XVII
(National TreatmenO'X is a nondiscrimination rule that requires a WTO Member to treat like
services and service suppliers from other WTO Members no less favorably than it treats its
own services and service suppliers. I'! Treatment of domestic and foreign service suppliers
need not be identical to accord MFN or national treatment. Rather, the critic<\1 aspect of an
MFN or national treatment analysis is whether the treatment accorded modifies the conditions
or competition in favor of certain foreign or domestic suppliers.~o Thus, even identical
treatment can be inconsistent with MFN or national treatment obligations if it puts the foreign
supplier at a competitive disadvantage to another foreign supplier or a domestic supplier.

n. Those WTO Memhers that undertook market access commitments in basic
tl'lecommunicmions services also become subject to the requirements relating to domestic
,.e~ulation of those services contained in Article VI (Domestic Regulation). Pursuant to
Artick VI( I), in sectors where specific commitments are undertaken, domestic regulation
must he administercd in a reasonable, objective, and impartial manner. Article VI(4) states
further that a WTO Member could be in contravention of its commitments if it applies
measures that are not hascd on objective and transparent criteria, are more burdensome than
necessary, or that restrict the supply of the service. A WTO Member arguing, however, that

17 Article: XVI( I) requires each Member to "ace:ord services and service suppliers of any other Memher
lrealment no less favorable than that provided for under the terms. limitations and conditions agreed and
specified in its SdK'dule." A quantitative restriction is a cap on the IllJmhcr of permilled suppliers: an eeonllmie
needs test is a limitation on the numher of service suppliers hased 1111 an assessment of whether the market will
hl' ahle to ahsorb nl'\\' service suppliers without harm to existing service suppliers.

I~ Arl. XVII slates thal "In the sectors inscrihcd in its Schedule. and suojcct to any conditions and
qualifications set oul therein, each Memher shall accord to services and service suppliers of any other Memher.
In n:spec1 tlf all 1Ileasures affecting the supply Ilf services. treatment no less favmahJe than that il accmds 10 ils
lIwn like' Sl'nlces and servlI.:e suppliers."

:" Sc'C Reply (\HIHlh.:nts of (he Ll.S. l"rade Representative (USTR) filed in the f'oreigll l)arrh';palioll ()rder
rllklll,lkin¥ (tlSTR Foreign 1'(Il"tiei/l(ltiol/ Rcply Commcnls). We grant USTR's requcst {o incorporate Ihcse
l'OIlIIllCllts ill this procceding. USTR FNPRM Reply Comments at 6.

SI'I' llSTR Foreign Pllrtil'i/Wfioll Reply ('omments al II. 11.16.

\0



Thcse services arc refcrred 10 in this order as "non-covered scrvices."

11

~, Many of these principles already are applied in the United Slates under the COlnnlunit:aliol1s Act, lhe

Telecommunications Act of IlJlJ(j. and the Adminislrative Procedure Act.
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]-l The Iilnitalion is based on the stalutory prohibition in Section 31 O(b)(3) of the COlnlTIunications Act.
which prohihils direct foreign owncrship heyond 20 percen\. See 47 U.S.c. *310(h)(3).

,I Article VI(5)(a) states that a Memher "shall not apply licensing and qualification requirements and
lechnical standards that nullify or impair Iits I specific commitments in a manner which ... could not reasonahly

have heen expected of that Memhcr at the time the specific commitments were made." .)·cc also USTR Forcig!1
Participatio!1 Comments at lJ.

a measure contravenes Article VI(4) also must show that application of the measures could
not have been reasonably expected at the time specific commitments were made. 21

26. The GATS also allows for exceptions to a WTO Member's obi igations. Where
these exceptions apply, a WTO Member may act inconsistently with its MFN, national
treatment or market access commitments or any other GATS obligation. Article XIV
(General Exceptions) establishes a limited set of general exceptions, for measures necessary to
protect public morals and order, protect human and animal health or secure compliance with
nondiscriminatory laws and regulations. 16 Article XIV his (Security Exceptions) permits a

14. Finally. the United States and 54 other countries undertook additional specific
commitments regarding procompetitive regulatory principles contained in the "Reference
Paper. ,,22 The Reference Paper contains principles relating to competition safeguards,
interconnection, universal service, transparency of licensing criteria, independence of the
regulator and allocation of scarce frequencies. 2

'

25. The United States committed to provide market access to all basic
telecommunications services and national treatment to service suppliers of WTO Members.
The United States maintained limits on direct access to INTELSAT and Inmarsat for
COMSAT for the provision of basic telecommunications services. The United States also
maintained a limit of 20 percent on direct foreign ownership of common carrier radio
licenses,l-l but agreed to permit 100 percent indirect foreign ownership. In addition, the
United States made no market access or national treatment commitments for DTH. DBS. and
OARS, and took an exception from MFN for those services.1

)

M_ in addition, len WTO Menlhcrs cOllllniUcd to honOring IllallY of the principles in lhe Reference Paper.
The Rel'erencc Papcr was distrihuted hy the WTO Secrctarial hut nevcr formally issued as a WTO dm;umen\.
The text is puhlished in 36 I.L.M. J,(17 (llJlJ7).

> Anicle XIV slales that lI nolhing in this Agrcclllcnt shaH he construed to prevent the adoption or

enforcement by any Memher or measures: (a) necessary to protect puhlic morals or to maintain puhlic order;
(h) necessary to prolect human, animal or plant life or health; (c) neccssary to secure compliance with laws or
regulations which are not inconsistcnt with the provisions of this Agreement.. .."



C. Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

WTO Member to deviate from its GATS obJrgations in order to protect national security
interests or to carry out any obligations under the U.N. Charter to maintain international peace
and security. ~7

-' Ar(icl~ XIV hi.\' slates that lit n lothing in (his ;\gn:enlcIH shall he construed.. (h) Io prevenl any
I\kmher from laking any action which il considers nccessary for the protecllllll of ils esscnlial securily inleresls
... Dr (clIo pre\'enl any Mcmher fwm laking any 'lei ion in pursuance of its ohligalions under Ihe Unitcd
Nations Charter lor Ihe mallllenalKe of inlernational pc~,ce and sl~curity."
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27. The commitments of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement can be enforced
through WTO dispute settlement..?~ If a WTO Member fails to give a U.S. carrier market
access consistent with that WTO Member's commitments or fails to implement the regulatory
principles it adopted, the United States Illay enforce those commitments through the dispute
settlement process at the WTO. The remedies available if the United States prevails include
first an obligation by the losing WTO Member to fulfill its market access commitments or
implement the necessary regulatory principles. If the losing WTO Member fails to do so, it is
required to compensate the United States in trade terms or else the United States may take
compensatory trade action. The United States would be required initially to withdraw
concessions in the services sector, but if sufficient compensatory trade action is not available
in the services sector, then the United States would be authorized to take compensatory action
in the goods sector. Thus, if a WTO Member that has committed to allow market access to
provide satellite services but denies a license to a U.S. provider on the grounds of its
nationality, the United States would have the right to take a dispute against that WTO
Memher in the WTO. While companies from the defendant WTO Member might not be
interested in entering the U.S. telecommunications market, its industry likely would have
substantial volumes of trade with the United States in a variety of other goods and services
sectors. Thus, jf the United States prevails in a dispute, the losing WTO Member would most
likely agree to fulfill its market access or regulatory principles commitments rather than
accept compensatory trade action in other services or goods sectors.

2X. After conclusion of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement, we issued a Further
Notice i!f Proposed Rulel1laki/lg requesting comment on how best to open U.S. markets
consistent with our commitments under the new agreemenr and our goal of promoting a
competitive satellite market in the United States.~l) We sought commenr on whether, and to

what extent. the proposals in the No/ice should be changed hoth with respect to countries and

> (j,t\'rs f\rliclc XXll provides lh~lt any \\'T() I\1clnhcr Inay initiate dispute sClllenlcnt if it helieves that
anllther Member has failed III carry oul ilS llhti}!alions or spc<.:ific commilmellts.

~'I .";('l' SJfpro J),4, We n:\:ci"cd '].7 C0l11JllCnls and) 7 fC'ply I.~onllncnl~ in response to the f"'llJ"fher ,Vofice. l-\

list Df COllJllJl'lllers. as well as a dcsniplioll Dllhe abhrc"j;lliolls usco 111 this Report (/lIt! Ort!l'J'. is allachcd as
APPClldlx 13.
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A. General Framework

III. DISCUSSION

29. As proposed in the Notice and Further Notice, in order to be approved, each
request for access to the United States by a non-U.S. satellite system must be in the public
interest. A public interest analysis is required by the Communications ACl, is a valid exercise
of U.S. domestic regulatory authority, and, as discussed more fully below. is consistent with
U.S. Obligations under the GATS. n Where a non-U.S. satellite licensed by a WTO Member
and a WTO-covered satellite service are involved, we will presume that foreign entry would
promote competition in the United States. In cases involving satellites licensed by non-WTO
countries or noncovered services. we will apply an ECO-Sat test. For every request, we also
will consider spectrum availability, eligibility requirements and operating requirements, and
national security, law enforcement, foreign policy, and trade issues.

FCC 97-399Federal Communications Commission

services covered by the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement and those that are not. We proposed
to establish a presumption that as a result of the agreement and the obligations of the GATS.
competition will be promoted. and therefore. no ECO-Sat analysis is required. in evaluating
\vhether to permit satellites licensed by WTO Members to provide covered services within the
United States and between the United States and other WTO Membcrs.\O We also proposed
to allow opposing parties to show that grant of a license would pose a very high risk to
competition in the U.S. satellite market that could not be cured by license conditions. We
proposed to retain the ECO-Sat test for satellites licensed by non-WTO countries.11 and
noncovered services (DTH, OBS. and OARS ).1~ With respect to [GOs and their affiliates and
consideration of other public interest factors. the Further Notice repeated proposals contained
in the Notice.

111 Further Notice at (1I~1 16-19.

.11

Jd. al ')I'll 20-22.

See I/(/i'(/ Section lII.E.
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8. Public Interest Analysis

1. Competition Considerations

FCC 97-399

a. WTO-Member Satellites Providing WTO-Covered Services

(I) Presumption in Favor of Entry

Background

30. The United States satellite commitments under the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreement cover fixed satellite services (FSS) and mobile satellite services (MSS) (WTO
covered services). In the Further Notice, the Commission proposed that, in evaluating
requests to access non-U .S. satellites licensed by WTO Members to provide WTO-covered
scrvices within the United States or between the United States and other WTO Members. we
would apply a presumption in favor of entry.1~ The Commission based this proposal on its
view that the general obligations of all WTO Members under the GATS, as well as the
satellite market access commitments of 49 countries under the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreemcnt, would enhance competition in the U.S. satellite services market,'" Specifically,
the Commission proposed not to apply the ECO-Sat test, which had been proposed prior to
the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. to satellites licensed by WTO Members providing
covered services. 11l

31. The Commission also proposed to forego the ECO-Sat tcst for all WTO
Members. including those that did not make specific commitments for satellite services. The
COlllmission proposed this because these WTO Members are bound to extend MFN treatment
to services or service suppliers of other WTO Members. unless a specific limitation has been
taken. and are subject to the dispute resolution process contained in the GATS.1?

32. In addition, in the Further Notice, the Commission proposed to permit parties
opposing an application to serve the United States from a non-U.S. satellite system licensed

;1 f((r/I1er No/icc at '11(11 2. 13. IX.

Id. lI/ '11'112.17.

'(l It!. u! (WII '2. IJ. As discussed ahove. see supra Section II.A.. lhe COlllrnissioll initially proposed the
ECO-Sat lest in the Notice. II FCC Red I X17X. I XI X7-1 XIlJ4. Bceausc the Commission suhsequcntly proposed
tll rorego the ECO-Sat test for satellitcs liecnscd by WTO Mcmbers. and rathcr proposcd 10 apply a prcsumptioll
in favor or cntry. which thc Commission now adopts. the comments on the Notice regarding the ECO-Sat lesl arc
1101 appl icablc to this section of the !<ellllrr lind Order. Comments on the ECO-Sal test are applicahlc. however.
lo llur discussion of non-WTO countries and scrvi.ces not eovercd hv U.S. commitments in thc WTO Basic
Tl'lcclllll Agreclllent. S/'e il/tm SlTtioll 1II.B.I.h. and c.

Id. at '1\ 17.
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by a WTO Member to demonstrate that grant would pose a "very high risk to competition in
the United States satellite rnarket that could not be addressed by placing a condition on the
authorization." in order to rebut the presumption of competitive entry.1X The Commission
~tated that if the opposing party meets this burden, it may deny access to the United States,l<J
and noted that. independent of any comments. it coule! make its own such detennination.4!1

33. The Commission also sought comment on the types of license conditions it
could impose to minimize the likelihood of anticompetitive behavior. 41 The Commission
noted. for example, that for systems to which access already has been authorized. it could
condition authorization of additional earth stations on the absence of factors that we have
identified as being anticompetitive in that particular case. Alternatively. the Commission
could impose stricter reporting requirements in authorizing systems for which there is a
greater likelihood of competitive harm. Finally. the Commission requested that commenters
address specific benefits or disadvantages of these or any other proposals for minimizing
anticompetitive behavior in accessing non-U.S. satellite systems, focusing particularly on the
principles delineated in the Reference Paper.42

Positions of the Parties

34. The parties overwhelmingly support our proposal to forego the ECO-Sat test
for satellites licensed by WTO Members for covered services and evaluate requests based on
a presumption in favor of entry.41 Numerous commenters, including Deutsche Telekom, GE
Americom. COMSAT. AirTouch, the Networks. ICO (an affiliate of Inmarsat), and Motorola
support the Commission's view that the WTO Ba'lic Telecom Agreement will enhance

_~i\

Id. at '11'11 13. I X, 19.

VJ Id.

.10 Id. al 'II 13.

·11 hI. at 'II 10.

·t! Id.

.1.\ AirTouch FNPRM Comments at 2; Columbia FNPRM Comments at 4; COMSAT FNPRM Comments
at 5-9: COMSAT FNPRM Reply Commcnts at 2-5: Dcutsche Telekom FNPRM Reply Commcnts at 2: European
Commission FNPRM Reply Comments at I; GE Americom FNPRM Comments at 3-4; GlohcCast FNPRM
Comments at 2-3: Government of Japan FNPRM Comments at I; Hughes FNPRM Commcnts at 6-10: Hughcs
FNPRM Rcply Commcnts at 3-4; lCO FNPRM Comments at 4-7; ICO FNPRM Reply Commcnts at 1-5;
Lockhced Martin FNPRM Commcnts at 2-3: Loral FNPRM Comments at 3: Motorola FNPRM Commcnts at 3
4; Orion FNPRM Comments at 3-8; PanAmSat FNPRM Comments at 2; PanAmSat FNPRM Reply Commcnts al
I; Qualcomm FNPRM Commcnts at 2-3: Skyhridgc FNPRM Commcnts at 3; Spacc Communications FNPRM
Rcply COlllmcnts at 4; Telcdcsic FNPRM Commcnts at 3-4: Tdesat FNPRM COlllmcnts at 4-5; TMI FNPRM
Commcnts at 2; USTR FNPRM Rcply Comments at 5.
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competition in the satellite services market.-l4 Deutsche Telekom, ICO, and Hughes argue that
application of an ECO-Sat test to WTO Members would violate the national treatment and
MFN obligations of the WTO Basic Telecom Ag.reement.4

'
~ ~

35. QU<llcomm asserts that we should apply the presumption in favor of entry to all
WTO Members, including those that did not make market access commitments for satellite
services. It contends that the general competitive obligations of the GATS are sufficient to
presume that service in the United States by such WTO Members will foster competition.-J(}
Hughes asserts that in negotiating the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement, the Executive Branch
was aware that the commitments of WTO Members would vary, but concluded that the
Agreement would create significant overall benefits for U.S. satellite service providers and
that the U.S. policy should be to promote competition from foreign-licensed s~tellites.-J7

Federal Communications Commission FCC 97-399

36. Some commenters argue that applicants should bear the burden of
demonstrating that their entry will pose no risk to competition.-Jx AMSC, for example. asserts
that the proposed presumption for satellite systems from WTO Members is not required by
the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement and is contrary to the burden the Commission normally
establishes on applicants to demonstrate compliance with the Communications Act.
According to AMSC. there .... hould be a "heavy burden on the proponent to establish grounds
for such a reversal of Commission policy.,,-J'J Loral argues in fact that this standard
effectively treats non-U.S. satellites more favorably than U.S. applicants.5o

37. Most commenters support the Commission's proposal to allow opposing parties
to rebut the presumption that entry hy a Ilon-t 1.S. satellite would promote competition only by

II ()culschc 'rclck0l11 FNPRM Reply C01l1111CI1tS at 3. GE All1CricOlll FNPRM C0l11111cnts at 1. (jE
Americolll also slates Ihal "achievement of lhe agreement was facilitated hy the Commission's emphasis on
l'I'cating ,:ompetitive markel structures in Ihe United Stales and on encouraging Ihe adoplion of similar policies in

olher countries." Id. Accord Hughes FNPRM Reply Commenls at 2. COMSAT FNPRM Commenls al ~;

AirToueh FNPRM Comments at 1-2; Networks FNPRM Coml1lcnts at 5; ICO FNPRM Reply Comments al 3;
ICO FNPRM Cllmments at 2-3; Motorola FNPRM Comlllcnts al 2.

t' Hughes FNPRM Commenls at 7-K: Dcutsche Tdekom FNPRM Reply Comments al 3. A,'cording 10

Huglll.'s. for example. examining lhe openness of varillus mark,'ts til U.S.-licensed satellitcs could result in
diff,'renlial treallll\.'JH among WTO Mcmhcrs. lherehy violating the MFN llhligation. Hughes FNPRM COlllments
;11 X.

()ualcllllllll FNPRM Comments at 3.

Hughes FNPRM COlllments at X.

I.lJral FNPRM Comments at 22-23 and n.42 (citing 47 U.s.c. ** ~m. 30X(h). 309(a)).

J"

"II

AMSC FNPRM Reply Comlllents al 12.

1.01';\1 FNPRM C\'llllllents at 2~.
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AT&T FNPRM Comments al 13

Orion FNPRM Comments at 5.

PanAmSat FNPRM COfllll1ents at 3.

FCC 97-399Federal Communications Commission
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Space Communications FNPRM Repl y Comments at 5.

COMSAT FNPRM Comlllents at 7; COMSAT FNPRM Reply Commcnts al 5-7.

demonstrating that service to the United States by a satellite licensed by a WTO Mcmber
would create a very high risk of competitive harm that could not be cured by license
conditions.'! Orion anticipates that most applications for WTO-covered services between the
United States and a WTO Member destination will present "little, if any. such risk."~2

PanAmSat argues that the burden must "necessarily be high," and, if met, the Commission
"/Il/lst," rather than "may," deny the request."\ AT&T asserts that the "very high risk to
competition" standard should instead be ".mhstantial risk" to competition.~.j COMSAT
contends that denying or delaying access to the U.S. rnarkct. or imposing unreasonable or
unnecessary safeguards, not only would violate national treatment. but likely would lead other
countries to impose similar obstacles for U.S.-licensed systems, thus jeopardizing the benefits
of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement.'" Space Communications advocates that we require
that risks to competition be "highly likely to have a broad-based impact in the relevant
market. ",(; It cites, for examplc: market concentration. discrimination, below average variable
cost pricing, exclUSIOnary effects of exclusive arrangements and monopoly supply of service. i7

lCO recommends denial of applications involving non-U.S. satellites only "where the
applicant has market power and will use that power to raise prices and limit output in the
U.S. satellite market. ,,5~

"I C"()MS;\T f--'NPRf'vl C~onlJncnts at 7; ('OMSAl' FNPRM Rl:ply C'ol1Hllcnls al 2; (iE Aillcricoill FNPRM
CUIllI1H:nls al 3: GE Amcricom FNPRM Rcply CommenlS at 2-3: HUt!hcs FNPRM Reply Comments at 4:
l.ockheed Martin FNPRM Comments at 4: Orion FNPRM Comments at 4-5: Qua!l:omm FNPRM Comlllcnts at
3-4: Skyhrid~c FNPRM Clll11menlS al 4 n.4: Space Communications FNPRM Reply Comments at 3.

"7 In addition, Space COlnrnunications asserts that opponents should he required lo provide spcl'ific

evidence of such risks. hased on the six principles set t'llrlh in the Reference Paper or the WTO commitments or
the home market, as well as explain why conditions un the authorization would he inadequate to protect
cumpetition. hI. at 6. According to Space CommullIc,llions, practices such as discount pricing that do nol meet
the legal standard required hy statutes fur a finding of predatory pricing -- practices that could he considered
aggressively competitive. hut not illegal restraints under U.S. antitrust law -- should /w( he treated as a "very
high risk" to competition. ld. at 5.

:':-; ICO FNPRM COJllrnCnls at X-9. leO supports the proposal to the extent lhat it confirnls the
Commission's continuing, eonCUlTcnt jurisdiction to enforce US. antitrust laws. It/. at 7. It also asscrts that U.S.
antitrust laws assume that an increase in the numher of competitors will increase consumer welfare, and any
abusive conduct hy a new cntrant would he addressed through post-entry enforcemenl. ICO claims further that
antitrust laws prohihit cntrv only where entry Itsclf will reduce competition. limit output. and raise prices. hI. at
7-9 & n.12. In alllhtion, ICO claims that trade disputes should not har entry. ld. at 9.
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3X. USTR states that the GATS does not prohibit the regulatory standard we
<ldopt.''1 Other parties, however. eh<lllenge the proposal based on alleged inconsistencies with
till' GATS and some offer recommendations for implementing the standard consistent with the
GATS.hl' A rew' commentel's raise MFN and national treatment objections. lJi The European
Commission. the Government of Japan. and Japan Satellite Systems argue that the proposed
competitive harm standard is too vague,h2 The European Commission claims that if adopted.
the proposal would erect additional burdens for foreign companies wishing to enter the U.S.
salellite market. The Government of Japan requests that we make publicly available the
detailed criteria that we would employ and apply our rules consistent with the GATS.Il l

France Telecom contends that Commission action under the guise of competition could
contradict market access commitments.M Deutsche Telekom claims that the proposed
presumption is vague and incompatible with the GATS because the U.S. Schedule or Specific
Commitments does not contain a rebuttable presumption for market access where there is a
"very high risk to competition,"I" GloheCast contends that the proposal creates a "loop-hole
lor the Commission to abrog<lte Ihe WTO Basic Telecom Agreement at its sole discretion.

lISTR FNPRM Rcply Commcnts at 5,

hi] Sec. c.g .. [)cutschc "clckolll FNPRM Reply C"ollllllcnts at 6-7: France ~rCICC(Hll FNPRM Reply
Cllmlllcnls al 5: GlohcCast FNPRM Comments at 3: Govcrnmcnt of Japan FNPRM Commcnts at 2.

I,! Scc l'>culschc 'fch:kolll FNPRM Reply C0r11111cnts at 6-7: COMSAT FNPRM C'olll1nenls at 7. DClllschc

Tclekolll slall's that unocr MFN ohligalions Ihc Comlllission may nul grant IIIark I:! access tll a satdlite systclll
Irolll llll\.' WTO Mcmbcr and deny it 10 a "like" systcm from another Mcmber. and that thc competitivc situatilln
in a salL'lIlle systcm's homc or routc markets is nol a ractor lhat makes satdlitc syslems alike (or not) under the
(jATS, In addili\lIl. Deutschc Telekom argues that hecause U,S, systems would not he suhject to the "very high
risk III l'll111petition" ruk, non-U,S, applicants would he treated il'ss favorahly than U,S. operators in violation or
thc (,AI'S, Dcutsche Tclekom FNPRM Reply Comments at 6-7,

(,~ European (~onllnission FNPRM Reply COtllll1cnts at 2: Govcrnlnent 01" Japan FNPRM Cotntnents at 2:
Japan Sal FNPRM Comments'll 2, Stt al.\,() Deutsche Telekom FNPRM Reply Comments at 5: Fran~'c Telecom

FNPRM Reply Comments at 5: Space COIllmunications FNPRM Commcnts at 5 (critici/.ing vagucncss or
proposal). For cxampk. a.:.:ording tll Delltschc Tdekom. given the similarity between the hurden standard and
the ECO-Sat lcst. it is possihlc lhat thc Commission will consider c1emcnts or the ECO-Sat while assessing
appli.:alions hy WTO Memhers, lkutschc Telckom FNPRM Reply Commcnts at 5. Deuts.:he Telckom also
ar~lIes that the uncertainty of the '",cry hi~h risk to competition" rule would have a "significant impact" on a
satellite operalor's rinancing and planning. whieh would he prohlemalic hecause or the high rinancial investmcnts
required luI' satcllites. It/.

(,owrnlllenl or Japan FNPRM Comments at 2,

(II
hance TcleCllm FNPRM Rcply Comments at 4-5,

Delllsehe Telckolll FNPRM Reply Comments at 7, Sa ((1.1(/ European COlllmi's,sion FNPRM Reply
C"nllllcnls al 2,
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Discussion

\vhenever it decides that a non-U.S. licensed satellite is a competitive threal."hh ICO argues
that the GATS requires WTO Members to use the WTO dispute settlement mechanism, rather
[han exclusion from domestic markets, as a means of resolving claims that the markets of
other WTO Members arc not sufficiently open to competition. In addition, it states that the
Commission may not take the level of a Member's commitments into account in the absence
of a specific reservation to that effect.67

40. We find that adopting the Commission's proposal to replace the ECO-Sat test
with a presumption in favor of entry will best balance the concerns articulated by the parties.
The changes resulting from implementation of the commitments of WTO Members, along
with new. more global satellite system designs, will open foreign markets and increase
competition in the worldwide satell ite services market. We therefore wi II not conduct an
ECO-Sat test with respect to non-U.S. satellite systems licensed by WTO Members and,
instead, will presume that entry will promote competition. This approach will have

FCC 97-399Federal Communications Commission
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ICO Rcply Commcnts at 5, 7.

Fllrther Notice at (I[ 16.

See .I'llpra 'll 27; .1'('(' (Ilso Furth('/' Notic(' at '1I'1I 13-1<).

Id. at 'II 13.

S('e supro 'II 30.

GloheCasl FNPRM Commcnts al 3.

71

hi,

7n

/,7

~9. We adopt our proposal to apply a presumption in favor of entry in considering
applications to access non-U.S. satellites licensed by WTO Members to provide services
covered by the U.S. commitments under the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. Specifically,
we will presume that satellite systems licensed by WTO Members providing WTO-covered
services satisfy the competition component of the public interest analysis. As discussed in the
Further Notice,6X and supported by the parties to this proceeding,c,l) market access
commitments made by WTO Members under the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement and the
procompetitive obligations of the GATS and the Reference Paper, will help ensure the
presence and advancement of competition in the satellite services market and yield the
benefits of a competitive marketplace to consumers in the United States and other countries.
These benefits include greater availability of satellite services from a larger number of
providers, more efficient and innovative services, lower prices, higher quality, and, overall.
more choices for users and consumers in the selection of satellite services.70 Thus, these
benefits will further the Commission's goal of promoting ,1 competitive satellite services
market in the United States. 71



significant public interest benefits. First, it will facilitate entry by the 130 Members of the
WTO, including our major trading partners. Second, it will avoid detailed, fact-intensive
BCO-Sat analyses by the applicant and the Commission, thereby expediting the entry process.
The opportunity to serve the U.S. market under a presumption in favor of entry, coupled with
the procedural ease of the framework we adopt today, will advance entry of new competitors
and services into the U.S. satellite services market. By enhancing competition, this approach
will provide U.S. consumers with additional choices among providers, reduce prices, and
increase the quality and variety of services.

41. We also adopt the proposal to allow parties to rebut the presumption of entry
by showing that grant of an application by a non-U.S. satellite system licensed by a WTO
Member would cause competitive harm in the United States satellite market. In most cases,
our rule prohibiting exclusive arrangements will adequately address competition concerns.72 It
is possible, however, that this prohibition would be insufficient to prevent anticompetitive
harm in the United States. Where necessary to constrain the potential for anticompetitive
harm in the U.S. market for satellite services, we reserve the right to attach additional
conditions to a grant of authority, or, in the exceptional case in which grant would pose a
very high risk to competition, to deny an application. Prospective circumstances that could
give rise to competition concerns include some of those identified by the parties: market
concentration, discrimination, below average variable cost pricing, monopoly supply of
service, as Space Communications states, or where the applicant has market power and could
use that power to raise prices and limit output in the U.S. satellite market, as ICO suggests.
Based on the development of the satellite market thus far, it has not been necessary to deVIse
or impose competitive safeguards other than the rule against exclusive arrangements. Should
such a need arise, the Commission would devise and apply appropriate conditions.

Federal Communications Commission
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42. We also are concerned with the impact of granting an authorization to an
applicant that is unlikely to abide by the Commission's rules and policies. The past behavior
of an applicant may indicate that it would fail to comply with the Commission's rules and, as
a result, could damage competition in the U.S. market and otherwise negatively impact the
public interest. The public interest may therefore require, in a particular case, that we deny
the application of an earth station applicant or space station operator that has engaged in
adjudicated violations of Commission rules, U.S. antitrust or other competition laws, or in
demonstrated fraudulent or other criminal conduct. This approach is consistent with our

11 nlis rule prohibits licensees from entering arrangements with foreign countries to be the exclusive
provider of a particular satellite service in that country. See, e.g., 47 CFR § 25.143(j). As descrihed below, all
satellite systems serving the United States, including any non-U.S. licensed system, will be prohibited from
serving from the United States on a route involving a country with which it has an exclusive arrangement. SCi'

i,~{ra Section Ill.BAa.
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treatment of U.S. applicants.?) We find that such conduct dcmonstrates that an entity is likely
to evade our rules and thus may pose a very high risk to competition.

43. We expect that. given the procompetitive changes in the global satcllite
services market resulting from the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. and our ability to impose
license conditions. it would be necessary to deny an application involving a non-U.S. satellite
licensed by a WTO Member on competition grounds only in exceptional circumstances. This
approach is consistent with our statutory requirement to grant licenses that serve the public
interest, as well as with our obligations under the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement.

44. As proposed, we will apply the rebuttable presumption paradigm to a satellite
system licensed by any WTO Member, including Members that did nOI make specific market
access commitments for satellite services. We do so for three reasons. First, we find that the
general obligations of the GATS provide some protection against discriminatory conduct. As
described above. all WTO Members arc governed by the GATS and must comply with the
GATS obligations of MFN and transparency. Consequently, a WTO Member that did not
make a market access commitment for satellite services must nonetheless afford no less
favorable treatment to a U.S. satellite system than it does to a system licensed in any other
country if the WTO Member decides to open its market. In addition. all WTO Members
must make public all their measures relating to services. Second. the increased competitive
environment for global satellite and telecommunications services resulting from the WTO
Basic Telecom Agreement, coupled with the regulatory mechanisms available to us and our
trading partners to guard against anticompetitive consequences, will help prevent harm to
competition in the U.S. market. Third, we find that to exclude WTO Members that did not
make market access commitments, or distinguish among those based on the quality of their
WTO commitment or the extent of the implementation of their commitment, could be
interpreted by other WTO Members as discriminating among "like" service suppliers, and
could therefore raise an MFN issue. Thus. adopting such a policy could negatively affect
relations with our trading partners or discourage op~n entry policies in countries that also are
implementing the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. The success of the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreement depends on prompt, effective implementation of U.S. commitments. as well as
those of our trading partners.

45. We disagree with AT&T that the test should be "substantial risk," rather than
"very high risk" to competition.?.) AT&T's standard would undercut the presumption in favor
of entry by making it easier to oppose entry. As explained above, the commitments and
obligations of countries bound hy the GATS and the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement will

7; See Po/ier ReKardillg Character QUi/liticaliOI/ in Broadcu.I'tifiK Licef!siflK, 102 FCC 2<.1 I 179. J I 95-lJ7,

/200-03 (19X6), moditied, 5 FCC Rcd 3252 (1990); Met Telecol1!l1!ul1icatio/lS Corp., 3 FCC Rc<.l509. 5f5 n. 14
(19XX) (slaling lhal character qualifications standards adopted in the hroadcast contexl can provitk guidam:c in
the common carrier conlext).

7.1 AT&T FNPRM Comments al 13
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generally enhance competition in the United States satellite services market. If adopted.
AT&T' s suggestion would undermine the commitments made under the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreement and the good faith efforts of the WTO Members to implement their commitments.
As noted. we expect that only in exceptional cases will we deny applications based on
competit ion grounds.

46. We find unpersuasive the European Commission's position that the
Commission may not review or deny applications in order to protect competition in the U.S.
market. The GATS does not specify a single mechanism for addressing potential
anticompetitive practices in the telecom services sector. The United States has traditionally
relied on regulatory enforcement and antitrust actions, and remains free to do so. Analyzing
competitive impact is an integral part of the Commission's public interest analysis, The
Communications Act charges the Commission with "regulating interstate and foreign
comIllerce in communication by wire and radio so as to make available. so far as possible.
a rapid. efficient. Nation-wide. and world-wide wire and radio communication service with
adequate facilities at reasonable charges .... "Y, In carrying out that charge for over 60 years.
the Commission has sought to promote competition in the U.S. market,76 Indeed. we have
consistently considered competition issues when authorizing U.S. satellite companies to serve
the United Statcs. 77 When the United States entered into the WTO Basic Telecom
Agreement it did so with the understanding that its obligations would be carried out
consistent with U.S. law. 7x

47. We also do not agree with those parties that argue that the standard under
which we could deny an application involving a non-U.S. WTO-licensecl satellite is vague.
erects additional barriers for foreign entities, or violates our national treatment obligations.
Firs\, we have provided guidance in the discussion above regarding application of the
standard. Second, we expect denial of such applications for competitive reasons to occur only

47 U,S,c. * 151.

7(, .)'l'l' , e.g.. }Jo/icy (.~ Utile.\' C~()Jlc(',.,rillg Rates .f(JI~ C0l11peririvc C~()ll1ll1(}1I ('o,.,.;('r Sen'ices (tlill 1'"lIcilit;cs

.If/lhor;;oliolls ll/el'cfim'. CC Dockct No. 71.)-252 . First Report & Order. 85 FCC 2d I (11.)80); Sccond Report &

()rder. I) I FCC 2d 51.) ( I I.)X2); }'('('()}/. 03 FCC 2d 54 ( J(83); Third Report & Ordcr. 4X Fcd. Reg. 46.71.) I (!I.)X3):
hlllrth Report & Ortkr. 05 FCC 2d 554 (Il.JX3). \'il('(/Ied. AT&T \', fCC. 97X F.2d 727 (11.)1.)2). ('(')'1. del/icd, Met
{('!('COf/lf/lI(lIimliolls Corp. \'. AT&T. 113 s.n, 3020 (191.)3); Fifth Report & Order. 98 FCC 2d 1191 (I9X4):
Sixth Report & Ortkr. 1)1.) FCC 2d 1020 ( Il.JX5). 1'/'\' 'd. MC/ TdcCOJIII/II/lIic{/f;oIlS Corp. \', FCC. 765 F.2d 1186
(l).C. Cir. !9X5L

,"i('(', C.g .• Nn';s;oll ot Nlllc.I' 0/1(1 Policies fill' l!Ie Virec! BroildCilsl Salel/ile Sen'ice. II FCC Red 97 t2
( 1995). SCI' 01.1'0 HI/gIrl'S (·O/lllllflllinrliolls. IIII'. (///(1 Afjili(((cr! COII/Pilllil's ((ml AIIsdl//o VOlillK Tm,I'IIPoIIAIIISa!

l.iu'II.11'/' Cillj!or(f{iol/ lIlId :\f.tl/iall'll COII/IIlIllil'S. J2 FCC Red 7534 ( l 91.)6),

:S 'fhe final offer in the WTO hasic tC1CCOIll negotialions included a cover nole \vhich slaled thai "foreign
in\'Cslurs will receive natillnal trcatment in ac:cllrdancc wilh U,S, law," Communicatlllns from thc United States.
"Cllnditional Ofl\:r" (Feh. 12. 1997),
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in exceptional circumstances. Third. because we also consider competition factors in
evaluating entry by U.S. companies, this approach does not treat U.S.-licensed satellite
systems more favorably than foreign systems. Similarly, the standard of entry does not
discriminate impermissibly among foreign providers in a manner inconsistent with our MFN
obligations, as Deutsche TelekoIll argues. Whether a measure accords less favorable
treatment within the meaning of GATS Article II (MFN) must be decided on a case-by-case
basis by considering whether the services or service suppliers are like, and then analyzing the
struclllre and application of the measures. 7

') The analysis focuses not on whether the
treatment of like foreign or like domestic suppliers is identical. but rather whether the
treatment modifies the conditions of competition in favor of foreign service suppliers of a
panicular origin or domestic service suppliers. In this case, we are not discriminating among
like service suppliers. Rather, we are treating all carriers that have the ability to distort
competition similarly. while treating carriers that do not have that ability similarly.

48. In addition, we are not persuaded by Deutsche Telekom's and ICO's argument
that we may not consider competition because we have not scheduled such consideration in
the U.S. Schedule of Specific Commitments. We note USTR's comment that the negotiating
history of the GATS shows that, rather than prohibiting all domestic regulation of basic
telecommunications services, Article XVI only prohibits WTO Members from maintaining or
adopting the types of quantitative or economic-needs based limitations and measures listed in
Article XVI (unless such limitations are included in a WTO Member's Schedule of Specific
Commitments).xo The standard of review we adopt is not the ~ype of limitation prohibited by
Article XVI. Therefore, there is no need for the United States to have included the
competition analysis as a limitation on its market access commitments in its Schedule of
Specific Commitments.xl

49. We do not accept the notion that we should depend on other countries'
implementation of their commitments and the WTO dispute mechanism in lieu of applying
competition factors in our regulatory process. There is nothing in the GATS that requires us
to refrain from regulating because other WTO Members have an obligation to regulate.
Access to WTO dispute settlement does not eliminate the need for and the appropriateness of
our regulation of telecommunications services in order to safeguard competitive
opportllnities.x~ WTO dispute settlement is an effective remedy, but one that takes some time
to obtain. In addition, it is not a remedy that the Commission can seek directly, but depends
on Executive Branch action. We have a separate statutory obligation to regulate and enforce

7" See. e,g.. USTR Forcign Parlil:ipation Rcply Comments at 10-1 I.

:-;\1 lJSTR Foreign Partit:ipalion COllltnents at 7, 11. l3~ citing GATS Sccrctarial~ 'IInilial COllllniltllcnls in
Tradc in Scrvil:cs: Explanatory No(c." MTN.GNS/W/IM (Sept. 3. IYl)4).

Id. at X.

Id. at Y.
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51. Lockheed Martin advocates that the test to determine whether a satellite system
qualifies for WTO status should be an applicant's "home market."X:1 According to Lockheed
Martin, an applicant's "home market" should be its principal place of business because that is
where the operator is likely to have the most direct economic ties and to participate in the
domcstic process.x

.) Orion recommends that we consider the home markets of each of the
major investors in the foreign-licensed system"

our rules that cannot be stayed while the Executive Branch seeks relief in an international
tri buna!'

50. In the Notice, the Commission proposed to evaluate whether U.S. satellite
operators have effective competitive opportunities in the market of the administration
licensing or coordinating the non-U.S. satellite ("home market") before allowing that satellite
access to the U.S. market. As discussed above, the Commission, in the Further Notice.
proposed to apply a presumption of entry with respect to satellites licensed by WTO
Members. This raises the possibility that satellite operators ti'om non-WTO cOllntries might
~cek to obtain a satellite license from a WTO Member -- an incentive we do not wish to
crcate.

(2) Determining a Satellite's WTO Status

:-''' ()r1011 NPRM ('ulllllu:nts al S. ()ri()Jl l:olllinucs to hclievc thaI a hortle JHarker analysis is approprialc.
(Jrllll1 FNI'RM COllllllenls 'II ().

lei. al 6-7 (suhmitting thai the Cllmmiss:oll '\lIould not countenalKC. 011 lhe hasis or sOUlld
tl'!ecolllmUl1lC~llil'ns and lradc pohl"les. U .S.-hased cumpanics hy-passing U.s regulatory pn>ccsscs in favor or
huyinp an:L'SS 10 thL' 'lrhit rl'lll1l lawkss island slall's, and then ubtainilli.! access to the U.S. markel by virtuc or

(lUI' l'Ollll11itll1L'l1lS as ,I \\/TO mcmber clllllHrv")

52. Columbia argues [hat the presumption in favor of entry for satellites licensed
hy WTO Members should not apply where the satellite is U.S.-owned.~(l Columbia's concern
is that U.S. companies may acquire licenses in WTO Members to avoid the U.S. regulatory
process. n Tn prevent this possibility, Columbia recommends that we require U.S. companies
seeking to nffer new service in the U.S. market (excluding legitimate joint ventures with
existing operators) to obtain a U.S. license to initiate service, regardless of whether a 110n-
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Discussion

54. We decline to adopt Columbia's proposal that we not apply the presumption in
favor of competition for satellites licensed in WTO Members where the satellite is U.S.
owned.'!! Columbia's concern that some U.S. companies might acquire licenses in WTO
countries to avoid the U.S. regulatory process is misplaced. Any U.S. company that obtains a
license in another country and later seeks to provide satellite services in the United States will
be subject to the same rules and requirements as any other applicant.'J2 For example. a U.S.
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U.S. licensee would be permitted into the market based on such a license. It claims that this
approach would not disadvantage non-U.S. companies vis-a-vis domestic operators, and thus.
would not violate the spirit of the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement. xx GE Americol11
disagrees. It argues that the parity that it and others have advocated in this proceeding
adequately assures that foreign-licensed carriers. whether U.S. entities or not. will be treated
no more favorably than U.S. entities seeking U.S. licenses to provide carriage in the United
States.Xl)

53. We adopt the proposal to determine the WTO status of a space station based
on the country or administration that grants the license or is responsible for coordinating the
system internationally. We find that this approach is the most relevant and practical way of
determining WTO status for purposes of applying the presumption in favor of entry. As
explained in the Notice, it is almost always true that the nationality of the satellite owner is
the same as that of the licensing country or administration of the system and that the primary
service supplier's principal place of business will be located where the satellite is licensed or
coordinated.<J1I We recognize that a satellite system licensed by a WTO Member may have
majority investment from a non-WTO country, but do not expect this situation to be common
enough to justify a departure from the predictable and administratively simple rule we
proposed. In addition, we recognize that in rare situations a satellite's licensing
administration simply may be a "flag of convenience" used to circumvent an ECO-Sat
analysis. The U.S. obligations under the WTO Basic Telecom Agreement relate only to
services and service suppliers of WTO Members; it does not relate to those of non-WTO
countries. Thus, in appropriate cases, we would consider. as Lockheed Martin suggests, a
system operator's principal place of business, and other relevant factors, and would not limit
our inquiry to the licensing administration only.


